Grammar

1. Modal verbs (§25 p. 139, §35 p. 142)

LEKTION 4

In chapter 3 you learnt the modal verb méchten and the word order of sentences with modal

verbs. In this chapter you are introduced to three more modal verbs: diirfen, konnen, miissen.

diirfen koénnen miissen

ich darf kann muss

du darfst kannst musst

er, sie, es darf kann muss

wir diirfen koénnen miissen

ihr diirft konnt miisst

sie, Sie diirfen konnen miissen

They are also used together with the infinitive of another verb.

diirfen

konnen

miissen

is used to express that something is allowed, or when used in the negative that

something is forbidden.
Sie diirfen hier rauchen.

Sie diirfen hier nicht rauchen.

is used

You are allowed to (you may) smoke here.

You must not smoke here.

1. to express that something is possible.
You can (it is possible to) read here.
2. to express that someone is able to do something.
Peter can (is able to) read well.
3. to express that something is permitted.

Hier kann man Biicher lesen.

Peter kann gut lesen.

Kann ich fernsehen?

Can I (am I allowed to) watch television?

koénnen therefore corresponds to the English can.

is used to express an obligation or a necessity.
Eva muss um 7 Uhr aufstehen. Eva must (has to) get up at 7 o’clock.
When used in the negative it expresses that there is no obligation or necessity.
Du musst nicht einkaufen gehen. Wir haben noch genug Brot.

You don’t have to (need not) go shopping. We still have enough bread.

Remember: nicht miissen means not to have to. It does not mean must not.

mochten: is used to express a wish.
Ich mochte gern bestellen.
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I would like to order.
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